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PERTH FREIGHT LINK — EXPENDITURE 

104. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to Perth Freight Link and former Premier Colin Barnett’s announcement in November 2015 that the project 
was shelved. Was any money spent by the previous Liberal–National government on that project 
from November 2015 onwards; and, if so, how much; and, in what budget or what midyear review can I find that 
cost? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

I thank the member for Joondalup for that question. We all know about the former government’s unhealthy 
obsession with that project. It was a rocky relationship. It was on again, off again; we love it; we have abandoned 
it! They fought over it, they split over it, and now they are back to longing for it! It was something they made up 
day by day. They had no real plan, and they wasted millions of dollars over that plan. Remember that at the end 
of 2015 the former Premier went out and said, “I’m not going to rush into a decision on a link from the end of Roe 
8 because it’s incredibly complicated for what it does”, yet the government continued to spend millions of dollars. 
Today I can reveal that over 2015–16, $12 million was paid to external contractors, after the government said it 
had abandoned the project! Did it write off that money in the budget? No, it did not! So we will have to write off 
and account for those funds in the budget. That is what we will have to do. This is symptomatic of a government 
that made it up as it went along. Today there were crocodile tears over that High Street project, when in 2013–14 
it committed, together with the federal government, $118 million for that project. Do members know what was in 
the budget? It had a total project cost of $118 million, to be completed by end of 2016–17. That is what the former 
government had in the 2013–14 budget. It had eight and a half years. I agree with the federal finance minister that 
the former government stuffed it up. It had eight and a half years, and now it wants us to build the project that it 
could not in eight and a half years, even though we committed not to do it. Again, it is a contingent liability, Leader 
of the Opposition. I hope he can explain to me exactly where that is in the federal budget. He knows it is not there; 
it was a marketing exercise for the federal government. That is all that $1.2 billion was. The former government 
made it up as it went along. It came in here crying those crocodile tears—the project, the project! The former 
government had eight and a half years and it was in its budget; it did not go ahead with it. It is in opposition because 
it failed to deliver, and now it wants us to deliver the project that nobody wanted! 
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